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The Workable World Trust Mission Statement:
The Workable World Trust seeks to devise, promote and disseminate ideas conducive to the
establishment of a “workable world,” a world in which:
-

the rule of democratically established, binding law supplants the law of force;
people, not states or monarchs, are recognized as the ultimate source of sovereignty;
global problems lead to ecologically and economically sustainable global solutions;
the good of the planet takes precedence over the good of individual nations;
fundamental human rights are sacrosanct;
despite inevitable imperfections in the system of governance, systemic flexibility will provide reason to
hope for continuous progress and human betterment.

Scope of This Report:
This report focuses mainly on accomplishments during 2017. It also makes brief note of work undertaken during
the first quarter of 2018, which will be reported upon more fully in the annual report for that year.
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Agencies with Which the Trust Is Affiliated








Academic Council on the United Nations System
Campaign for a United Nations Parliamentary Assembly: Steering Committee Member
Center for United Nations Constitutional Research (CUNCR): Co-Founder
Citizens for Global Solutions (national and Minnesota levels)
Minnesota Alliance of Peacemakers
World Federalist Movement – Institute for Global Policy: Associated Organization
World Government Research Network
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MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR EMERITUS
Joseph (Joe) E. Schwartzberg
On February 5 I celebrated my 90th birthday. Frankly, I doubted that I would reach that milestone when I last filled
this space in the previous Annual Report of the Workable World Trust. I promised in that brief message and now
reaffirm that I would “remain active in Trust affairs as long as I am physically able to do so.” But I would not
have made such a promise were I not confident that I had the dedicated, capable and remarkably efficient backing
of Nancy Dunlavy, who succeeded me as Director of the Trust on its second anniversary on December 24, 2016.
Since its founding, the Trust has accomplished vastly more than I had reason to expect. Initially, I anticipated that
its activities would be confined to projects in the United States and Canada. Instead, its reach has extended – albeit
modestly – to every continent, and has taken many forms in addition to exhortations that readers study and seek
to promote the reform proposals in my book, Transforming the United Nations System: Designs for a Workable
World. While that remains the Trust’s primary concern, we now also support, more generally, the cultivation of
an ethical global perspective and a concomitant sense of “world citizenship.”
We need global governance not only from the top down, which is the inadequate approach built into the weak UN
Charter, but also change from the bottom up, which is why we staunchly back the establishment of a World/UN
Parliamentary Assembly. Reform advocates must operate on many other fronts and must learn to work for goals
that are realistically attainable in our far from perfect world. In short, we must seek a world that is “workable”.
Trying, in the short term, to promote unreachable utopias is a recipe for failure. World government will eventually
come – hopefully in the lifetime of many of our readers – but it must be built on a firm foundation if it is to be
just and sustainable.
The present geopolitical landscape is anything but good. With the United States leading the march to the rear,
elites in nation after nation are adopting policies of selfish exclusion, rather than building bridges that will facilitate
cooperation on an ever-wider scale. In relatively affluent countries (the global North) most of the population has
been lulled into passive acquiescence in the corrosive new religion of “Consumerism,” while a majority of the
global South must concentrate on the problems of economic survival. Gradually, however, political activists
worldwide are becoming increasingly aware of the existential threats confronting humanity; and, thanks to the
Internet, have the potential to form meaningful alliances for political change. The Trust will do what it can to
promote that process.

MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR
Nancy J. Dunlavy
I have been working with Joe Schwartzberg and the Workable World Trust (WWT) since its inception in
December 2014. As detailed in each of our Annual Reports, the Trust has effectively contributed, on many levels,
to “creating a workable world.” More than any other accomplishment, I take pride, along with Joe, in the multiple
ways by which we have supported the development of youthful global citizens who are considering or pursuing
careers in various aspects of global governance reform.
We reached a new level of impact in 2017. While the University of Minnesota continues to nominate annual
WWT Fellows in both the Humphrey School of Public Affairs and the Interdisciplinary Center for the Study
of Global Change (p.6), and we continue to utilize, as consultants, world federalists Maria Florencia Gor (p.5)
and Shimri Zameret (p.7), several new projects have received Trust support. WWT donated funds to cover travel
costs for eight individuals attending the 2017 Ventotene International “Federalism in Europe and the World”
Seminar (p.7), and to support the Model UN Conference held in Mexico City in March 2018 for selected high
school students, where GA voting sessions compared Weighted Voting results to the current one-nation-one vote
method (p.9). WWT also pledged over $20,000 annually, for at least the next three years, to sponsor WWT
Fellowships with the newly created Center for UN Constitutional Research (p.11). Additionally, an online
global “Book Club” (p.10) is kicking off in March 2018 to study Joe’s book chapter-by-chapter, with the intent
of determining best practices for group discussion of the book, especially with high school and college students
and the general public. The Trust intends to match or increase funding for projects that support high school,
college and graduate-level students in the future.
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Advisory Board Trustees
DIRECTOR EMERITUS: Joseph E. Schwartzberg. A life-long peace and justice activist,
Joe has served in leadership roles in many organizations, especially in those related to world
federalism. He was one of the founders in 1995 of the Minnesota Alliance of Peacemakers.
After obtaining his PhD, he taught at the University of Pennsylvania (1960-64), Jawaharlal
Nehru University in New Delhi, India (1979-80), and the University of Minnesota (19642000). A prolific author, his academic specialties were in South Asia and political geography.
In 2009 he was awarded the title Distinguished International Professor Emeritus at the
University of Minnesota.
DIRECTOR, Nancy Dunlavy. Nancy was trained in library science at the University of
Minnesota, and worked as a reference librarian for over 25 years, at both the University of
Minnesota and Honeywell’s Systems & Research Center (Minneapolis). She has been a member
for over 45 years of Soka Gakkai International, a socially engaged Buddhist community. She
has initiated numerous events in Minnesota relating to environmental and peace-related issues.
Nancy has worked with WWT since its inception in December 2014.
HONORARY DIRECTOR, Mark Ritchie. Mark is President and CEO of EXPO 2027, the
citizen’s committee working to bring a world’s fair to Minnesota. He served as Minnesota’s elected
Secretary of State from 2006 until his retirement in 2015. From 1988 to 2006, he was President of
the Institute for Agricultural and Trade Policy. He now holds the endowed Chair in Sustainable
Food Systems at the University of Minnesota.
Michael Andregg. Michael, who has a PhD in genetics, serves as an adjunct professor at the
Universities of St. Thomas (in Justice and Peace Studies) and Minnesota. Among his many
publications is the award-winning book, On the Causes of War. For almost 30 years he directed
Global Zero Minnesota, a non-profit organization that produced a wealth of educational materials
devoted to questions of societal well-being.
Dick Bernard. After nine years of teaching social studies in high school and junior high school, Dick
spent 27 years as a field representative of the National Education Association. He became very active
in peace and justice advocacy in 2001, and from 2005 to 2007 was President of the Minnesota Alliance
of Peacemakers. Dick is an avid and thought-provoking blogger; his posts can be found at
http://www.outsidethewalls.org/blog/.
Ron Glossop. Long a leading figure, at the national and local levels, in the World Federalist
Association / Citizens for Global Solutions, Ron has been President of their Greater St. Louis Chapter
since 1970. He is a Professor Emeritus of Philosophy at the Southern Illinois UniversityEdwardsville, where he served as Coordinator of Peace Studies for 25 years. Among his books are
Confronting War (4th ed., 2001) and World Federation? (1994).
Gail Hughes. Gail served as a Peace Corps Volunteer in Lesotho. She is a past president of Citizens
for Global Solutions, Minnesota, and currently is on the CGS National Board. She is active in the
Minnesota Peace Project, and is a former Board member of the United Nations Association of
Minnesota. Gail is a part-time faculty member at Capella University, where she advises Doctoral
students in Education. In earlier years, she taught global studies, sociology, and interdisciplinary social
science at St. Cloud State University.
Louise Pardee, a retired small business owner and former teacher, has also been a peace and justice
activist for decades. She served as President and Treasurer of the Minnesota Chapter of the World
Federalist Association. She was a board member of the Minnesota Peace and Justice Coalition,
Ground Zero Mn and Global Education Associates among others. She continues to work on justice
issues through the White Bear Unitarian Universalist Church.
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Reaching Out to the World
Messages are of little worth if they fail to reach or are not well
understood by their intended audience. With this thought in mind
and persuaded that the transformation of the UN system must
become a global project, rather than one managed by a small
coterie of mainly English-speaking diplomats, the Workable
World Trust decided to underwrite multiple translations of Joe's
work. The book is now (as of March 2018) available in Arabic,
Chinese, English, French, German, Russian and Spanish.
Publication of the Japanese edition is just weeks away. We offer
special thanks to Maria Florencia Gor for coordinating the
translation project.
The translations can now reach a substantial majority of the
world’s educated population (high school and college graduates).
Thus, for the first time in history, it has become possible to have a
truly global, well informed and comprehensive conversation on
how the world might best be governed and of how it might greatly
mitigate such planetary problems as climate change, environmental degradation, massive infringements
of human rights, migration, weapons of mass destruction, terrorism, civil and international wars,
narrowing the obscene North-South economic chasm, and so forth. We recognize, of course, that our
book's proposals will not provide the last word on the many subjects they address. But we do believe
that we have demonstrated convincingly that reasonable, workable and fair decision-making systems can
be devised. Such systems will lead to the betterment of the planet, rather than respond to the perceived
needs of its most powerful nations.
Although the writing style of our book has been kept relatively
simple, we recognize that many potential readers will not have the
time or inclination to tackle the entire text. The Trust therefore
decided in 2016 to commission condensed and simplified Study and
Discussion Guides. These will be used, ideally, in conjunction with
the English or translated editions. Translations of all the guides,
except for the Japanese (expected within the next few months) are
now completed.
The guides are organized topically in the same order as the original
work, and also include sets of practical and philosophical questions
in each chapter that will call for critical reflection.
The author continues to receive praise for the book, including, in
2017, a hand-written note from former US Secretary of State
Madeleine Albright that reads in part: “Thank you so much for
sending me your most impressive book on the UN system.… I found what you wrote about multi-national
corporations and NGOs particularly interesting. … Your ideas on Security Council Reform bear careful
examination…. I have been thinking about how to help fragile states – and thought the sleeping beauty
Trusteeship Council – under a different name – could help, but your suggestion of economic organization
was most useful.”
You may order all versions of the book and study guide at: https://www.workableworld.org/
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University of Minnesota Fellowships
In July 2015, the Workable World Trust awarded two units of the University of Minnesota -- the Humphrey School
of Public Affairs and the Interdisciplinary Center for Global Change (ICGC) -- with contributions of $100,000
each, to enable them to award annual Joseph E. Schwartzberg Workable World Trust Fellowships to
“outstanding graduate students committed to global governance.” As of 2017, four Fellowships have been
awarded. Three of the Fellows visited Joe’s home early in 2018, a few days after his 90th birthday, to thank him
for his support and update him about their work. Details, in their own words, follow the photo:

Workable World Trust Fellows from
the Humphrey School of Public
Affairs and the Interdisciplinary
Center for the Study of Global Change
Front Row, left to right: Joe’s partner
Louise Pardee, Joe Schwartzberg, Humphrey
Fellow (2016) Andrea Martinez.
Back Row, left to right: ICGC Fellow
(2017) Beverly Fok, WWT Director Nancy
Dunlavy, ICGC Director Karen Brown,
ICGC Fellow (2016) Emily Springer, and
Humphrey School of Public Affairs Director
of Development Gwendolyn Freed.

From Beverly Fok (2017 ICGC WWT Fellow):
My dissertation looks at the engineering of artificial new land from sea in Singapore. The process -- called "land
reclamation" -- requires vast quantities of sand as fill material. That sand is often illegally mined from beaches
across South and Southeast Asia, with devastating consequences for local communities and the environment. The
generous Joseph E. Schwartzberg WWT Fellowship enabled me to conduct field research from Jun-Aug 2017 into
the nature of the region's illicit transnational sand flows. By getting a ground-level view of the processes, I was
able to identify key regulatory loopholes in the sand mining industry, as well as areas for increased regional
cooperation. These findings will inform ongoing efforts to curb illegal sand mining and in turn make reclamation
practices more sustainable.
From Emily Springer (2016 ICGC WWT Fellow):
Thanks to the gracious support from the Schwartzberg WWT, I began my dissertation research last summer in
East Africa. Prior to the award and since global governance is an interdisciplinary field, I did not often claim this
as my area of study. However, being recognized as a global governance scholar helped me find my footing in this
area, and I now look forward to bringing these discussions into my own discipline of sociology. I am currently
drafting an article on how international development gender advisers, tasked with 'mainstreaming gender' into
development projects, attempt to capture the governing power of metrics precisely because they operate in offices
and on projects in which women's empowerment is still a contested social norm. This complicates current notions
of indicators as governance moving from those who create them to those who are measured by them.
From Andrea Martinez (2016 Humphrey School WWT Fellow):
I wanted to study the Master of Human Rights at the University of Minnesota because I wanted a comprehensive
approach to the subject. This became possible thanks to the support of the Joseph E. Schwartzberg Workable
World Trust Fellowship. This fellowship has also allowed me to collaborate on different research projects. For
example, during the summer of 2017, I worked on a project to help human rights organizations in Mexico City to
improve their fundraising strategies. I also participated in a project with Human Rights Watch to analyze their
process and impact of recommending Commissions of Inquiry in their reports. And currently, I am doing my
Capstone project with STIR Education to help them develop a training manual on data management to improve
the decision-making processes in schools in Uganda.
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World Federalist Movement – Institute for Global Policy
The Workable World Trust is an Affiliated Organization of the World Federalist Movement – Institute for
Global Policy (WFM-IGP); Nancy Dunlavy, WWT Director, attended the Council Meeting in The Hague in
February 2017 as its AO representative. The WWT has contributed since its inception to various WFM-IGP
projects and partner organizations. The 2016-17 WFM-IGP Annual Report acknowledged this support by
highlighting Joe Schwartzberg in the “Donor Spotlight” http://www.wfm-igp.org/document/wfm-igpannual-report-2016-2017, p.22). The article notes: “Joe’s donations and collaboration through the Workable
World Trust have enabled WFM-IGP to push for democratic reforms at the UN, secure greater access to
justice worldwide, and strengthen efforts to advance the Responsibility to Protect. … WFM-IGP deeply
appreciates the generous support provided by Joseph E. Schwartzberg and The Workable World Trust…”
Work carried out in the WFM-IGP New York office from September 2017 through August 2018 is focused
on two goals: 1) to educate and inspire key diplomats, journalists and academics regarding the need for a
Workable World through dissemination of Transforming the United Nations System, and 2) to conduct direct
advocacy and coalition-building to promote the ideas in the book. Shimri Zameret, a member of the WFMIGP International Council, serves as a consultant for this project.
2017 Ventotene International “Federalism in Europe and the World” Seminar

WFM-IGP was able to earmark
their funds to conduct a two-day
Pre-seminar for WF attendees,
thanks to WWT financial support
to cover their travel costs:
Back row, left to right: Erika Richter
(Canada), Sharon Torten (Israel),
Agustín Cattaneo (Argentina).
Front standing: Gabriel Bell (Israel)
Front sitting, left to right: Helga
Thomas (India), Suchismita Pattanaik
(India), Dena Freeman (Israel,
facilitator)
Right side, back to front: Matteo
Tonella (Italy), Becky Luff (UK,
facilitator), Leslie Guamba (Ecuador).

The Istituto di Studi Federalisti Altiero Spinelli (Altiero Spinelli Institute for Federalist Studies) has
been organizing an international seminar on the island of Ventotene (Italy) for the past 35 years. Each
year, young participants gather to discuss federalist ideas on European and global issues with leading experts
from the European and World Federalist Movement. WFM-IGP began providing funds to support the
attendance of young world federalists in 2016; WWT joined that effort with a contribution of $5,000 in 2017.
WWT stipend recipients were expected to read Joe’s book, complete a short essay reflecting on two or three
proposals contained therein, and conduct an event in their home country about what they learned. Several of
the participants were negligent in completing the assigned tasks on time and in a satisfactory manner; lessons
were learned to make the 2018 and future seminars a more rewarding experience, with expectations clarified.
One of the WWT scholarship recipients, Agustín Cattaneo from Argentina, expressed his thoughts in an
email message as follows: “It has been an honor to write about your book and to give my humble opinion
about it. And it was a pleasure for me to organize an event in order to discuss the reforms of the UN in such
a prestigious book. I want to thank you and the whole team for giving me the opportunity to be a part of the
Ventotene experience. Without any doubt, it was one of the best moments of my career so far.”
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Research at the UN Human Rights Council, Geneva
The Workable World Trust provided Dr. Dena
Freeman, Deputy Director of Israeli-based One World:
Movement for Global Democracy, with a small grant
($1,500) to cover expenses for two research trips to the
UN Human Rights Council in Geneva in November
and December 2017. The trips allowed Dena to carry
out preliminary investigations of the process of making
international law regarding transnational corporations
(TNCs) and human rights. Dena reported “These pilot
trips gave me an initial understanding of the micropolitical process by which different actors seek to push
forward, or block, the process.” Dena plans to seek
further funding from appropriate research councils to conduct long-term in-depth research.

UN2020: A Breakthrough Opportunity?
At the first WWT conference, "Creating a Workable World," held at the University of Minnesota in
October 2015, the emphasis was on the "What" of global governance; despite the conference
title, relatively little attention was given to the question of "How." We failed to address adequately
how our global society might best progress from its present anarchic state to one in which we will be
able to grapple effectively with the existential threats that we currently confront, not to mention the even
greater threats lying ahead. Recognizing this deficiency, the Trust staff, along with University of Ottawa
Professor John Trent, the 2015 conference moderator, and several others, explored a variety of options
on how the Trust should proceed.
Ultimately, it was decided to plan one or more high-level events, the culmination of which would be
the UN General Assembly's establishment, in 2020 (the 75th anniversary of the founding of
the UN), of a process for systematic review and reform of the UN system's operation's and
architecture. Toward that end a small team of well-placed, experienced individuals was formed, and
the Trust provided adequate financial support for its work. Fergus Watt, Executive Director of the World
Federalist Movement of Canada, is heading this work, and shuffles back and forth between Ottawa and
New York as needed. Other team members include William (Bill) Pace, the indefatigable Executive
Director of the global World Federalist Movement-Institute for Global Policy; Jeffery Huffines, the UN
representative of the South Africa-based international NGO, CIVICUS; and Richard Ponzio, formerly a
staff member of both the UN and USAID, and head of the Global Justice Program of the Hague Institute
of Global Justice, and presently Director of the Just Security 2020 program of the influential,
Washington-based Stimson Center.
Team members have visited numerous UN missions and contacted key civil society organizations to
determine their views (mainly nebulous at this point) on UN reform and their willingness to becoming
involved in the Trust-backed reform initiative. Happily, a number of progressive UN member nations
and CSOs (purposely left nameless here) have indicated interest in our work. At this writing, the outlook
seems good. The Trust is kept abreast of the team's activities and, from time to time, offers its counsel
on how to move forward. We cannot help but wonder: might this be the start of the breakthrough
governance reform process for which the world has been waiting? For further information see
http://un2020.org/.
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Citizens for Global Solutions
Joe was invited to join the newly-created Citizens for Global
Solutions Advisory Council. On February 3rd, 2018, two
days prior to his 90th birthday, Joe was awarded the CGS
Lifetime Achievement Award. The message read aloud
prior to the award bestowal included these words: “… You
have not only ‘talked the talk’ but also ‘walked the walk.’
…You have authored several significant monographs about
specific ways to make the United Nations more effective,
culminating in the monumental Transforming the United
Nations System: Designs for a Workable World. In order to
move things forward, you have established The Workable
World Trust, which is providing for translations of your book
into other languages, accompanied by a helpful Discussion Guide for the book. The Workable World
Trust that you established also sponsors numerous other projects to advance humanity toward a more
workable world. No one is more deserving of being so honored. Thank you, Joe!”
The Workable World Trust donated $23,350 in grants to several individuals working on CGS
projects that are in conformity with goals of the Trust:
• Debbie Metke, CGS Memes Project and “Take-Action Kit”: $1,450
• David Lionel, Peacebuilding Videobooks (three-video series): $10,000
• Chuck Woolery, 435 Campaign for Global Justice: $5,000
• Several grants to support travel to the CGS Annual Meeting, St. Louis, MO, October: $900
• Donation to the Education Fund, in honor of Ron Glossop’s Lifetime Achievement Award: $1,000
• Nicole Wilsey-Starr, Mexico City International Model UN (MIMUN), (www.mimun.mx/): $5,000

We are especially enthusiastic about this Model UN program that was held in Mexico City from
March 1-4, 2018. The $5,000 grant provided by WWT helped cover transportation costs for ten lowincome students from the Highland Park High School in New Jersey – the same contingent that won
“Overall Best Delegation” at the conference! Participants in the General Assembly track (approximately
80 students) learned about UN reform ideas generally and Joe’s GA Weighted Voting (WV) proposals
in particular, through student pre-conference homework material, small-group dialogues, and actual
voting sessions held throughout the four-day conference. From the initial post-conference reports that
we have received, it seems that the students were genuinely enthusiastic to learn about potential UN
Reform ideas. We also learned several ways by which the study materials and roll-out of reform ideas
can be improved for future Model UN conferences. We hope to continue to perfect and support the
implementation of Model UN “Reform” curricula.
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The Trust also initiated a “WWT/CGS Online Book Club,” which kicked off in March 2018, providing
an opportunity for in-depth monthly dialogues, each covering one chapter from Transforming the United
Nations System. Participants are connected by video, and sessions are being recorded and uploaded to
the WWT website. The first session included 24 participants from 15 locations in the US as well as from
Winnipeg and Ditzingen, Germany, and focused on problems related to the “sovereign equality of
nations” principle and what we as individuals can do to bring about needed reforms in our global
governance system. This “Book Club” will hopefully be the first step toward creating a series of “global
conversations;” lessons learned from the discussions will translate into new handouts, videos and
curricula that can be used globally – in all eight available languages.

Campaign for a United Nations Parliamentary Assembly

The Workable World Trust continues to provide financial assistance ($30,600 in 2017, and a projected
$35,000 or more in 2018) to Democracy Without Borders (DWB) and the Campaign for a United
Nations Parliamentary Assembly. Funds from WWT support the work and Campaign-affiliated travel
of Andreas Bummel, Director of DWB and Global Coordinator of the international Campaign. Virtually
every month we receive reports of growing support for the creation of such a UN people-centered body.
Andreas and Jo Leinen, a highly regarded member of the European Parliament and co-chair of the
Campaign’s Parliamentary Advisory Group, have co-authored a meticulously researched book on the
history, relevance and implementation of the idea of a world parliament. The original German edition of
the book was published in March 2017; the English translation is to be released in April 2018 under the
title “A World Parliament: Governance and Democracy in the 21st Century.”
(https://www.democracywithoutborders.org/world-parliament-book/)

Presse Fédéraliste
The Workable World Trust has formed a partnership with the French publishing house Presse
Fédéraliste (PF). Up until now, PF has concentrated its efforts on publishing works on European
federalism. Jean-Francis Billion, president of PF, approached the Trust about possible funds so that they
can expand their catalogue to include important works on world federalism. The Trust provided $3,500
for the final quarter of 2017 and $4,500 for 2018. At least 80% of these funds will be committed to world
federalist projects; the remaining 20% may be used at the discretion of the PF executive board. PF also
hopes to market and distribute the French translation of Joe’s book (Transformer le système des Nations
Unies: Esquisses pour un monde plus fonctionnel) in France, Belgium, Switzerland and Luxembourg.
Future WWT funding will be considered, based on the success of the initial partnership.
10

Center for United Nations Constitutional Research
The Center for UN Constitutional
Research (CUNCR), headquartered in
Brussels, is an independent, not-for-profit
think-tank focused on the UN Charter and
on promoting the constitutionalization of
the UN and international law, with the aim
of legitimizing global governance and
affirming the global rights of ‘we the
peoples’. Joe Schwartzberg is one of nine
Founders. In existence since October 2016,
CUNCR held an international climate
justice seminar in Greece. It has several
Photo, left to right, at the CUNCR offices in the diplomatic
other seminars planned for 2018, and has
quarter of Brussels: Ali Haxhijaj and Kelci Wilford, staff
formed several important partnerships. It
members; Daniel Schaubacher, CUNCR Founder and Board
has also begun preparations for a CUNCR
member; Dr. S.M. Sharei, President and Executive Director.
Fellowship program, set to begin in April
2018. The Workable World Trust has committed over $20,000 annually for at least the next three years to
provide four three-month Fellowships each year. This program will bring academics and professionals
from all regions of the world to the CUNCR offices in Brussels. The Fellows will carry out research
projects on topics related to global governance. In addition, they will attend weekly training seminars
organized by CUNCR and partner organizations on such topics as the UN system, the EU, federalism,
and constitutionalism.

Other News
The Third “Democracy Convention” was held August 2-6 at the University of Minnesota, Minneapolis.
Details of the Convention can be found at https://www.democracyconvention.org/. WWT was a “Major
Sponsor” of the event, having donated $2,000. With sponsorship, we were given a prime spot for our
information table, providing an opportunity for meaningful conversations with conference attendees.
WWT conducted five conference sessions over the
five-day period:
• Joe, Nancy and Ron Glossop (president, CGS-St.
Louis) conducted two seminars on “Transforming
the United Nations.”
• David Lionel (CGS-New York) conducted three
film screenings, each followed by group
discussion, utilizing his three-video “Stepping
Stones to Planetary Union” series.
WWT also paid transportation and lodging costs for
three CGS members, from St. Louis, Milwaukee and
New York, to attend the Convention.
WWT Table at Democracy Convention, staffed by
Nancy Dunlavy and CGS Board member Gail Hughes

The Workable World Trust donated $5,000 to FutureWave, Inc. to support the release of the now-completed
film The World is My Country, which tells the dramatic story of “World Citizen #1” Garry Davis. More
details about the film can be found at www.theworldismycountry.com.
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Donations totaling $8,250 were made to the following agencies:
American Friends Service Committee, Amnesty International, CARE, The Carter Center, Center for Victims
of Torture, Compatible Technology, Doctors without Borders, Empower Women Seeking Justice and Peace,
Global Minnesota, Human Rights Watch, International Rescue Committee, Mercy Corps, Mercy Ships,
Minnesota Alliance of Peacemakers, Nonviolent Peaceforce, Population Reference Bureau, Refugees
International, UNA-USA, UNICEF-USA, Veterans for Peace, Voices for Creative Nonviolence,
Westminster Town Hall Forum, Women Against Military Madness, World Citizen, World Food Programme
USA.
Selected essays authored by Joe Schwartzberg in 2017:
• Invited: Has the United Nations Become Irrelevant? E-International Relations. (http://www.eir.info/2017/03/24/has-the-united-nations-become-irrelevant/).
• Invited: Reaching Out to the World: Translations of and Study Guide for a Seminal Work on UN
Reform. World Government Research Network. (http://wgresearch.org/reaching-world-translationsstudy-guides-seminal-work-un-reform/?tve=true).
• Invited Response to Global Government Revisited: From Utopian Dream to Political Imperative, essay
by Luis Cabrera, Great Transition Initiative, October 2017.
(http://www.greattransition.org/roundtable/global-gov-joseph-schwartzberg)
• Binding UNGA Decisions without Charter Amendment. Mondial, June 2017, pp. 12, 14.
(http://www.wfmcanada.org/2017/07/binding-unga-decisions-without-charter-amendment-june-2017/).
Also published in French in Fédéchoses, v.44, no.177, Dec. 2017, p.41.
(https://www.pressefederaliste.eu/Adoption-de-decisions-contraignantes-de-l-Assemblee-generale-desNations-unies).

2018 and Beyond
Many of the projects listed in this Report will continue in 2018, as indicated in each of the sections herein.
New initiatives for 2018 include:
Affiliation with Augsburg University, Minneapolis
The Workable World Trust will contribute $5,000 each year from 2018 through 2025, as a Sponsor of the
Nobel Peace Prize Forum (NPPF). This well-attended annual Forum is hosted and presented by Augsburg
University in Minneapolis, Minnesota. The NPPF operates under the auspices of the Norwegian Nobel
Institute, and is the only such program or academic affiliation outside of Norway. It brings together Nobel
laureates, world leaders, and accomplished peacemakers with students and community members to further
inspire and highlight the work of the Nobel Peace Prize laureates. A “Joseph E. Schwartzberg Workable
World Trust Lecture on Global Governance” will become a regular keynote event at each year’s Forum.
The Stimson Center’s Dr. Richard Ponzio will be the first WWT Lecturer at this year’s 30th Forum.
Joe is donating his personal “global governance” library collection to Augsburg University’s Linnell Library,
and will contribute $1,000 annually to the library, to be used toward the purchase of books, scholarly journals
and other materials related to the UN, global governance, and the promotion of global peace and justice.
Commonwealth Conference, Brisbane, Australia, April 9-11
The Workable World Trust provided two grants totaling $15,000 to support the Commonwealth Conference
being held at the Griffith University campus in Brisbane, Australia April 9-11, 2018. The theme of the
conference is “Sustainable Peace and Development in a Polarising World: Perspectives and
Contributions from the Commonwealth of Nations.” Being held in conjunction with the 2018
Commonwealth Games, conference sessions will “explore the normative and practical leadership roles of
faith communities, universities, and the Commonwealth of Nations itself.” Details are available at
https://www2.griffith.edu.au/community/centre-interfaith-cultural-dialogue/commonwealth-conference.
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The Workable World Trust
Total Expenditures in 2017, $319,077
Administrative (wages,
travel, supplies, shipping,
etc.), $41,461, 13.0%
Subvention for
Presse Fédéraliste,
$8,030, 2.5%

Suppport for NGOs
other than those
individually noted,
$18,036, 5.7%

UN2020,
$75,000, 23.5%

Citizens for Global
Solutions projects,
$22,898, 7.2%

Campaign for a UN
Parliamentary
Assembly
$30,600, 9.6%

Book & Study
Guide, $53,435,
16.7%

WFM-IGP
Consultants &
Projects, $69,617,
21.8%

Income in 2017
The Workable World Trust does not seek contributions from other agencies. Virtually all of
its expenses are paid for by the Trust's founder from several bank accounts and mutual funds.
We did, however, receive $10,000 from Citizens for Global Solutions in partial repayment of
a donation of $30,000 that could not be utilized as directed. Additionally, we received an
estimated $750 from the sale of books at various events. The Trust receives no royalties from
book sales by the Brookings Institution Press or by other agencies.

Expenses for 2018
Thus far (through March 15), the Trust has expended approximately $88,000 in the calendar
year 2018. The largest grants already disbursed were for the Campaign for a UNPA
($31,400), CUNCR ($21,210) and the Commonwealth Conference ($15,000). A detailed
accounting of all expenses will be provided in our next annual report. Future expenses for
2018 are difficult to predict; but we anticipate that they will be in the range of $175,000$275,000 for projects already identified and that some additional funding will be allocated to
support worthy initiatives of which the Trust is not yet aware.
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The figure below is from the chapter entitled “Engaging Civil Society” in Joe Schwartzberg’s book
Transforming the United Nations System: Designs for a Workable World. The book was called to the
attention of UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon by one of his senior aides in 2016. When perusing
the work, the SG asked the aide to inform Professor Schwartzberg that he found this diagram of
particular interest.
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Rethinking Sovereignty
This essay is excerpted from Unit 1 of the Study and Discussion Guide keyed to the book
Transforming the United Nations System: Designs for a Workable World, by Joseph E.
Schwartzberg, United Nations University Press, 2013.
Article 2 of the UN Charter states: “The Organization is based on the principle of the sovereign
equality of all its Members.” Steadfast adherence to this principle, especially by nations that are
politically weak, has proved to be a major impediment to Charter reform. But is this seemingly
simple principle, originating with the 1648 Peace of Westphalia -- following Europe’s devastating
Thirty Years War and subsequently diffused by colonial powers throughout the world -- still optimal
for our complex and interdependent planet? Our answer is certainly “no.”
In fact, the meaning of sovereignty has been and remains the subject of heated debate. Who, for
example, should be the legitimate holders of sovereignty? In the 17th century, it was generally
believed that monarchs (“sovereigns”) ruled absolutely and by divine right. The American and
French Revolutions, however, promoted the view that sovereignty belongs to the people and that
all citizens were equal and entitled to equal rights. Of course, this lofty view differed – and still
differs – from the current political reality. As a practical matter, the ability to exercise sovereignty
(i.e., to govern) in most nations claiming to be democratic republics is constitutionally delegated to
legislators – some appointed and some elected – who may or may not exercise their powers freely.
In most of the world’s nations, sovereignty is held exclusively by the central government, even
though local governments may be granted the revocable power to legislate on many matters. But
in twenty nations, those with federal constitutions, sovereignty is irrevocably divided between the
central government and the nation’s constituent territorial units (states, provinces, cantons, etc.),
each exercising constitutionally delegated power to legislate in regard to specified issues (foreign
affairs, international trade, education, health, etc.). Many of the world’s most powerful, populous,
largest and/or diverse nations are federations: the USA, Canada, Mexico, Brazil, Argentina, Nigeria,
Germany, Russia, India, Pakistan, Australia, etc. So, too, are several highly successful, but small,
states, such as Switzerland. In total, federations account for 37% of the world’s population, 46% of
its GNI and 52% of its land area.
Whatever a nation’s type of government may be – on a spectrum ranging from truly democratic to
autocratic – the Westphalian system of sovereignty conveys to that nation the right to govern
exclusively over a specifically bounded area. Attempts by outside agencies, including those of the
United Nations system, to legally abridge this right (among others) are almost always considered
unacceptable. Nations zealously seek to preserve their unfettered sovereignty. While the
Westphalian system, at times, worked more or less well, present-day threats to global security and
sustainability make it necessary for us to reconsider adherence to the idea of unfettered national
sovereignty in the contemporary world.
Although the Westphalian system theoretically empowers nations to control the flow of people,
goods, services, money and ideas across their borders, in practice they do so rather poorly. Ways
are almost always found to enable laundered money, migrants, black market merchandise, drugs,
sex trafficking, propaganda, armaments, and other “bads” to evade government regulations.
Additionally, behind-the-curtain influence peddling often enables agents of foreign governments
and powerful and unscrupulous multi-national companies to influence national policies in
profoundly undesirable ways.
A more detailed essay on the subject of Sovereignty can be found, along with other essays by the
author, at https://www.workableworld.org/reviewssummaries.html.
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